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Then Finch gave up the struggle Maybe he had been mis-
informed about the track, though I still suspect it was Green
who had requested the closing But Finch took the defeat in
perfect temper There were no recriminations and never a
hint that Lammas Meadows was likely to be needed for
another tenant And from those two events one may gather
something of the difference between a hireling and a true
shepherd The metaphor is not too apt perhaps, but it should
be added that whereas, but for his annual holiday, the Squire
was always with us, Green made no winter appearances
except for the shoots, and his days were divided between
London and Newmarket when he was not at the Hall

It is hard to appraise -what good that tenancy of Hall and
shooting did to Heathley itself, but it was far less than one
may imagine The money of employees was spent in the
village but that village had never known unemployment in
any case, and Green's rates of pay were no higher than his
neighbours' It is true he built a couple of fine cottages but
they were for his keepers and far out in the heaths Perhaps
the only additional money that entered the village, for the
Hall dealt -with London Stores, was at the time of the shoots,
and then every available man and boy were mustered for
brushing, as we called beating, or to go on-stop, which latter
meant taking up a fixed position and driving back the birds
that broke away from the beaten line The pay was half a
crown a day and lunch, which was good enough when a
labourer got eleven or twelve shillings a week for far longer
hours Boys got a shilling, and it was that sum which attracted
me, and, of course, the lunch

As I persisted in wishing to go on-stop, Field consented
one raw January day and I duly took up the position assigned
to me and armed myself with a stick It was cold and slow
work but I had that lunch to which to look forward At last
it came and one of the packages was thrust into my hand by
the man who bore them round What I had imagined I do
not know, but probably a lunch of the calibre of that cele-
brated dinner What I found when I removed the paper
wrappings were two huge slabs of bread between which was
a slice ot very fat and practically raw beef, and my stomach
tomed at the first sight of it There was also a skce of cheese
I ate that as it was, for the bread was soaked with blood
the beef